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Progression in vocabulary 

History 

 

 EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Historical 

Knowledge 

History, 

people, 

live 

Victorian, 20th 

century, 21st 

century, wooden 

toys, paper toys, 

metal toys, plastic, 

Explorer, 

achievement, 

astronaut, landing, 

equipment, 

expedition, 

significant 

School, locality 

 

 

Pudding Lane, 

London bakery, 

Thomas Farriner, 

Samuel Pepys, diary, 

River Thames, water 

squirter, fire brigade, 

King Charles II, 

declaration, 

extinguish, 

flammable, 

eyewitness St Paul’s 

Cathedral 

Florence Nightingale, 

Mary Seacole, 

Crimean War, World 

War One, battlefield, 

soldiers, hospital, 

conditions, nurses, 

patients, allies, 

treason, lady with the 

lamp, Mother 

Seacole 

Stone age, Bronze 

age, Iron age, 

Palaeolithic, 

Mesolithic, Neolithic 

ancient, prehistoric, 

civilisation, extinct, 

migration, tribe, 

settlement, settlers, 

agriculture, hunter-

gatherer, religion, 

Stonehenge, Skara 

Brae, nomad, Celts, 

artefact, 

archaeologist 

Rome, Roman 

Empire, Celts, 

conquest, emperor, 

empire, legion, 

rebellion, invasion, 

Julius Caesar, 

coliseum, gladiator, 

Angles, Saxons, 

Picts, Scots, Edward 

the Confessor, 

Scandinavia, 

Sweden, Norway, 

invaders, kingdom, 

Pagan, Christianity, 

kingdom, exile, 

invade, long ship, 

outlawed, pillaged, 

raid 

Liverpool, Everton, 

established, 

anthem, archives  

 

Egypt, 

hieroglyphics, 

irrigation, 

pharaoh, The Nile, 

tomb, pyramid, 

sarcophagus, 

papyrus, 

mythology,  

monument, 

Tutankhamen  

Islam, caliph, 

dynasty, scholar, 

calligraphy, 

geometric, Silk 

Crime, 

punishment, law, 

offence, reform 

 

Civilisation, 

legacies, 

democracy, 

myth, city states, 

gods, goddesses, 

Olympics, 

philosopher 

Local, national, 

international, 

colony, 

transatlantic, 

plantation, slave, 

slavery, freedom, 

human rights, 

abolition 
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The Beatles, record, 

technology, famous, 

Beatlemania, legacy 

 

Hadrian’s Wall, 

Boudica  

Kirkby,  

 

 

Chronological 

Understanding 

A long 

time ago, 

change, 

past, 

present, 

then, now, 

old, new, 

today, 

tomorrow, 

yesterday 

Last week, week, last year, years, earlier, 

later decade, century, modern, timeline, 

living memory, X years ago,  

AD/BC, eras, chronology, period, 

millennium, thousands of years, duration, 

sequence, time difference, continuity, 

change, ancient 

ACE, BCE, cause, consequence, 

legacy, short and long-term time 

scales, pre -, post, difference and 

significance, trends 

Historical 

Enquiry 

Object, 

photograp

h, picture, 

painting 

Artefact, same different, important 

people/events, memories, evidence, 

investigate, research, evidence, historian, 

expert 

Primary source, first hand evidence, 

secondary source, second hand 

evidence, document, record, reliability, 

archaeological, historical argument, 

versions, similarity, difference  

Bias, interpretation, propaganda, 

motive, credibility, hypothesis,  

 

 

 


